Fr Michael Moloney, S.J.
(1913-1984. In Zambia 1967-1984)

6 June 1984

Michael Moloney on coming to Zambia wrote a short 250 word
account of his life, at the end of which he put: “He arrived in
Zambia in May 1967 and was attached to Mukasa Secondary
School at Choma. He spent x years there. He died at xx in
19xx...May he rest in peace”. PLEASE PUBLISH NO MORE THAN IS IN THIS
ACCOUNT  Signed: Michael Moloney S.J. 14 April 1967.

He had had four heart attacks before this date and this might have prompted him to
write his own obituary! So briefl So succinct! That was Michael! Yet he lived another
seventeen years, in Zambia, fully occupied.

Michael was born on 25 March 1913 in Abbeyfeale on the border of Co Limerick and
Co Kerry. His secondary education was taken in St Michael's College, Listowel, and at
the Jesuit College of Mungret. He entered the Society in Emo in 1931, pursued the
normal Society studies with regency at Clongowes Wood College. He was ordained in
July of 1945 at Milltown Park, Dublin and after tertianship went to Belvedere College to
teach for four years. He moved to Leeson Street as minister and editor of the Irish
Monthly which ceased publication in 1953. From 1953 to 1959, he was attached to the
College of Industrial Relations (CIR) as director of the Cana Conference which
organized pre-marriage courses. These were a liberating experience for many couples
in love, and full of hope and good intentions. The courses were happy even hilarious at
times, deeply spiritual in the best sense, full of the wisest insights he could muster from
wide reading and from his sympathetic and naturally optimistic temperament.

In 1959 he went to Loyola University, Chicago, USA, where he gained a degree in
social and industrial relations and returned to CIR. He began to have heart attacks
during these years (1961-1964). For four years he went to Australia as a director of a
retreat house near Melbourne.

He arrived in Zambia in 1967 to teach in Mukasa Minor Seminary for a year before
being moved to St Ignatius in Lusaka. He became director in the Zambia Institute of
Management and spent eleven years at Evelyn Hone College of Further Education
becoming Head of the Department of Business Studies. He retired in 1981. He was kept
busy at St Ignatius helping with pastoral work, preaching, marriage counseling, writing
leaflets and pamphlets on Christian values in the modern world. He was very
conscientious in his work and totally dedicated to whatever work he was asked to do.
He highly valued his religious life as a Jesuit and was very loyal to the Church. He loved
a challenge and was always ready to take up his pen to defend the Church. He started
the Kalemba Leaflets to bring out the deeper aspects of our common faith.

He was a good companion and, as well as enjoying talking, he could listen. He had
certain conventions which he held to tenaciously, but he was not hidebound nor narrow.
On the contrary, he loved freedom and the liberty to express every truth and facet of life
as it was, or as he saw it. He was essentially logical and exact and could be impatient
when undue consideration was being given to illogical and incalculable elements in
human behavior. He threw out nonsense.

On and off during the seventeen years in Lusaka, some health symptoms occurred
that slowed him up and endangered his life.

He returned to Ireland threatened with gangrene in the toe. The time he spent before



and after the amputation was no more satisfactory than could be expected. There were
times when he wanted to die. His lifelong sense of friendship with Christ seemed to
become more vivid in that last year or so. He worked over many thoughts for the
defense of the faith and these he hoped to continue publishing in Zambia in the
Kalemba Leaflets. That was not to be. He was sensitively cared for in Cherryfield
Lodge, the Jesuit Nursing Home in Dublin where, in the end, his death came
unexpectedly on 6 June 1984.



